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Two days afterwards he was passing" by the same
place when the same vision appeared to him, and he
was addressed in the same terms. Fresh threats of
punishment were uttered if he did not comply, and he
was ordered to go at once to the Intendant of the prov-
ince, who would assuredly furnish him with money,
after saying what he had seen. This time the farrier
was convinced there was no delusion in the matter;
but, halting between his fears and doubts, knew not
what to do, told no one what had passed, and was in
great perplexity. He remained thus eight days, and
at last had resolved not to make the journey; when,
passing by the same spot, he saw and heard the same
vision, which bestowed upon him so many dreadful
menaces that he no longer thought of anything but
setting out immediately. In two days from that time
he presented himself, at Aix, to the Intendant of the
province, who, without a moment's hesitation, urged
him to pursue his journey, and gave him sufficient
money to travel by a public conveyance. .Nothing
more of the story was ever known.

The farrier had three interviews with M. de Pom-
ponne, each of two hours' length. M. de Pomponne
rendered, in private, an account of these to the King,
who desired him to speak more fully upon the point
in a council composed of the Dues de Beauvilliers,
Pontchartrain, Torcy, and Pomponne himself; Mon-
seigneur to be excluded. This council sat very long,
perhaps because other things were spoken of. Be that
as it may, the King after this wished to converse with
the farrier, and did so in his cabinet. Two days after-
wards he saw the man again, at each time was nearly